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Wonderful Results Ac-

complished by Method
of Dr. Maria Montes-sor- i

Which Is Being In-

troduced Here System
of Play Which in Italy
Has Enabled Children
to Read and Write at
Age of Four and Five

By "JOHN-MARTIN- ,"

Lditor of "Jol-n-Marti- Book."
hnliy a mir.arlo to cvry

thouulitful niothvr. 'H wcmslor
cf her Uiby'rt life prenaco isnwr
PkIp-?- ; tho fact of mo'.hnrlicod

n'.i-rt- tr I a Kacrcciiiiulunoirocliii'itory. j

A rnotlivr our only concoivalli lin't
with immortality. A mother's 1'ivc i t

(Iod'8 tlin-c- t nntl comprohcnsilili.' channel
of lowV liiiUu-- i'xp.-fio- Kwry laly i

it a litt It- - hotaeu of GmY lovo. oirrj'ins
immortality witliin it tiny frame. lt- -

firt-- t cry. in first hi'vililcrod ctnicr,!''
of motion in nn immortal effort to praup
tli miracle of its own life.

The first nlow of intfllienco
in the eyes of a laly, xo preinu-- i to tho
vatdiinc mother, in nlway an a'v.
IToof of the livitiK oul cntr'JMeil to hfr ,

caro. Thia cJiikl 1 her unique tie wiMt ,

hoavtn..(cnt to her in trut only, to luine
'

ami mould. Mie i entru-te- ! with n ill
to free in that beautiful littl" animal j

liody so tlmt her diild may r. and tal
Mi of iti immortal hpnt.me, lie muf-- t

have the clianco to expand into power
and F.reatne&s that are his l.irthrisht.
or he ii. to bo caced, crippled and mi nearly
Mtinctiinhed that ho finally loes re.ilb.i-tio- n

of his God fiiven rishta. A mother's
resfion-ibillt- y i Rrcat in proportion to
tho wonder of Iter motherhood.

Dr. Maria MontesMjri in all her work
has been rniihcioun of thW vicm'T and
reppon-ibility-

. Iho Bplentlid re'iults of
Aer activities nre due to her compre-hnn-io- n

of motherhood. Marin Motites-K.- ri

perfected a method for the traiuiac
ni education cl children from :t to 7

'yrarx old by whlcli direct connection
wa made between the coul and tlie -- en.ei
of little children.

'Hie conception and evolu'Uon of the'
MuiiteKori motliod was practical and
accurate. It a a normal crowtli ba.-e- d

up'-- purely cicntillc priucipli-s- . No
wiak nine rentimctit Hawed it.' ou!sd-rn-'- f,

thouph a lovin spirit pive it human
Mtality. 'Die method was not a spon-
taneous theory working bachward from
tl.ecrj- - to the rdticntionnl needs of the
d M lcf.jnc child, but ftep by step thi- -

rtn urkahle wc.inan constructed a system
with the (hlld'ti soul as its foundation.
Mie lived the life of tho little child animal,
but never lot sipht of its immortal rights.
'Il.e procetses of her work woredidactic,
but theflrH principles of it were spiritual.

.Vana iontLSsori iaan Italian educator
and phynk iun who craduated from the ui

Home and was tho first woman
us Italy to receive a decreo of doctor of
incdiuno. From tho very begiuniiMt
of her splendidly useful career nil of her
Kreat heart and rare mental powcra were
directed in hannels of help and useful-nud- sj

to children, for sho knew that on
thvir true development depended the
tut ore of the race. Ileraim was ulilnher
civilization beginning ut tho roots of
uviliation-thoihi- ld.

iler.1 id a remarkably trained mind,
iroad, generous and full of human op-

timum Her love for und understanding
uf c lii!d!iood softened and sweetened the

stertmlly cold and scientido basis of her
work. .She in primarily u gentle, kind
ami loving woman working with a mar-
shalled mind, oleorly defined ideas und
proved tclentillc knowledgo.

Ourmg an early period of her activities
he 1." amo a specialist in tho diseases

ot children and later was appointed us tho
head of the Htato Orthophrcniu .School In
Italy for th" training of teachers of the
treble minded. At this time her interests
l.eeame centred upon tho child of feeble
mind and shs gavo her cntiro tiino to
teaching these, poor tit t to dofleiente, al-
ways applying tho method hho lmd
evolved Win eoon concluded that the

H tUocJti u?ed with tho subnormal chil-- i
n were not limited in their vuluo
tlw deficient child, tiho says: "lbe- -
ii convinced that such methods up-- d

to normal children would dovelop
t fr their perbonallty in a mar- -'

jusandsurprleing nay."
I h n encouraged by reumrkablo rn-- w

it h the child whoso mind was below
mill Ur, Montessorl adopted thudidac-- I'

luut'.-l'iul- tited with tho defectives
ii e with normal children. To be

e t Ji W iiistruclhti timteriul ai sci-- 1

lUti' , bui u spiritual n.iIum utiderhiy n,
!' i Sim She labored In brintf forth
l iiiu iillieiitiug puvM'is that, li'j uii-- 1

pcil in i;eiy individual. .Shu
hjn.iI in thi child's luherltatice; on
s belief is based tho great success of

' Motitcrcorl method,
tihe iU;cv:dtU iu teiivhiug u ouoibvr of

v
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idiots from asylumn to read and write.
The- - .lelicieiit children through the ap- -

plkationni tier meiiuv.js pass. e..inuii.- - i

tlon- - in i)ubli.- - b: hools along with normal t

children of corresponding age- -. She has
-- et free power that needed only tho ap-

plication of the right inthieiKV-- j to givu

them exnrefion.
In ttni Ur. Montexsori n given n

sple.idld opportunity to apply her method
with ncrmal chiMren Wie vm invited

17... infant schools in certain
model tenement.) of Home. The Urst
school win establish' d in January. 1WS. I

in the tpiarter of .San Lorenzo, and slnco
tho cstublishment of this first school
five others have developed in tho tene
ment districts or Konto Each or these
happy homo schools for llttlo onos is
called -- Cara dei Bambini, " or "Tho Chi-

ldren's House." '

Tho Moutessori method ha proved Us (

splendid value. Tho system is now i

in use in tho public schools ana icmcier- - j

gartens or Homo and Italian Switzerland.
Within tho last six months scores of Mon- -

tessori schools havo been organized in
tho United States. In England a .na- -

tlonal commission has been appointed
for tho establishment of tho method j

in that country. In Paris theso schools
aro a recognbed factor In tho education I

of children.
Iiuring tho past summer in the United

States lectures havo been delivered on
1... r....inJ. n.ntl,x.l in flm iintrnrnllleH '

or I'ittsburg. California, Virginia and
Tennessee, tho Iowa Stato Teachers Col-log- o

and at Harvard University.
'iho Montessorl method is presented

to children by means of an educational
apparatus This appiratus is so ac-

curately arranged, designed and rlflKslfled

that it naturally corrects tho chil-- t who
uses it, It is automatically educational.
Its uses uro as manifest to tho child uk a
flat stick or the top of a baking powder
can in childhood's mud plo Industry.
Smack It with the flat ctlclt. slnpo it
"nico and round" is inttinctlvo with him
in 1 is pie making.

With tho Montc!sorl apparatus certain
"sticks mako a certain "stairs" and there
is and end of It, but tho child does tho
making und tho "stieki" suggest their
own places; a failure to make tho "stubs "

is tho penalty of error. It may easily
bo seen that this method has for its chief
aim tho natural development of tho child's
best powers along simple, and instinctlvo
linen.

Tho fundamental basis of this method
Is liberty. A natural and spontaneous
ovldencoof tho child's mental activities is
awakened by the apparatus and its appli.
cation. Ho is taught not by cut and dried
principles and pluases hut by beint:
left alono to express himself, heft iilono,
hut under symathotio observation, al-

lowing tho man within to discover und
develop his own personality. Surely
heicln lies tho secret ot Ills individual
growth. All eprc?'ion, whether in no-

tion or speech, - respected by th-- i Mon-

tessorl teacher, who alt t all is tho ono
learning moit. liich discovery of the
child guides tho teacher iu Iter educa-
tional attitude toward her littlo comrade
In learning.

Tho child la subtly taught to bo indc- -
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pPmient 0f his environment. He learns
f0 j,.nm nverywhero .for his mind is mado
im,utrinK but constructive. Children of
Montessori schools am taught to dress
themseli es without awkWHrdn"ss, to care
for their apparatus and their littlo bodies.

'Tho teacher prepares hor children not
for tho abstract theories of lifo but for
k7o Itself. She discreetly disciplines,
and her children uro spurred to controlled
activities, not to dependent mobility or
resentful passivity.

'Ihls teacher knows that continually
son lug children dulls their true capacity
for usefulness and spontaneous activity;

Sheepshoad Hay, the narrow strip of
water that lies behind Manhuttiui Heach
and llnds its out let to tho open nea In front
of llockaway Point, is the harbor where
hundreds of motor boats llnd anchorage
or llo tied up at tho shoro, A remark
about their numboro started a conver-
sation umong a party ou I'lum Island
the other day about tho dangers of motor
boating.

Ono of tho party rooalled that some
twenty years ago Loulu Caemmerer, the
Brooklyn iron merchant jul retiring from
business, bought ono of tho first naphtha
launches, as they wuro then called, that
had been seen in llemputeod Hay and
used It for pleasure trips. Tho old fisher-
men around Kant Kockaway watched It
with interest and anxiety, Lowd White,
tho dean of tho guild, used to shake his
head when ho saw It pass and say: "It
looks to me like a coffin,"

Then ono pleasant day Caemmerer
and threo others motored out through
Jones Inlet to tho open sea. Tho boat
capsized and only nno of those, on board
was found alivo, llo was rescued, clinging
to tho buoy to which ho hud swum for
safety when the othors were drowned,

A veteran boatman listened attentively
when Jake Furst told of a roeont narrow
escape of bis own In tho nearby waters,

"Ouu uf tliu mcu hu owned tho boat
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above all sho knows that the child who
does not do will not learn how to do. The
teacher is not ti servant to wait upon the
child; her function Is to reveal his power
to himself by encouraging his mental ae--tl

Itles; in other words to educate the man
in him. Here It Is that the teacher aims
not to repress the Intilv tdual to tho level of
tho group but rather to stimulate the ex-

pression of tho Individual to a conscious-
ness of himself and his own powers. Ho
is left, therefore, froo to develop and un-

fold.
Tho Montessorl teaching apparatus

provdeH for the training of tho senses to

was nt tho wheel," he said, "and ho did
not know his business. The other was at
the englno and ho didn't know much more,
vegot out near a bar, and thtifog settled
down till wo lost our bearings. Wo
followed a larger boat till wo lost her too.

"Then the man at the wheel turned the
boat broadside on to tho breakers and
they wero running high. If I hudn't
yelled out and if they hadn't paid atten- -
tion, beujn scared, wo'd havo been cup--
sized ns Caemmerer was." Caemmerer
was his brother-in-la-

Another man who had been in the samo
boat corroborated tho story, and tho
voteran nodded gravely.

"There's plonty of danger on thoso
lioats." ho said, "and the worst are those
that you can't foresee. I was out the
other rlnv nr tlio Sinnrtv IlnnU llshtshln
and we ran over something or other that
was floating around but submerged, so
that wo couldn't see it. Ireokonlt must,
have been some sort of a mattress.

"Then wns nn trnnhlA when the bow' -

struck it. Wo didn't even feel tho impact,
but tho boat went right on ovor it and tho
wheel cut luto It and in a minute wo were
all tangled up and lost control. We
reversed the engine, throwing the wheel
over by hand, but the stuff waa wound
ufround tho wheel and the shaft so tight
wo couldn't work looiO. Aud it waa n
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their highest state of normal power. With
tho very young child experiments or dis-
coveries of tho senses are his tlret thrilling
life experiences. Tho weo tot throws his
rattlo to tho floor In a moment of Instinct
ivo motion. Ho discovers noiso. What i

mother doubts his delight, but how few
reullzo tho significance of thK era making
"noise."

'1 he child's unconscious discovery that ,

something mado a nolso. that nolso was
heard, that a quick motion mado tho
nolso nre all wonders to an awakening I

sense In tho child. Ho has mado a dis
covery. Ills action Is power. Tho nolso

MOTOR BOATING
long timo Uforo wo could pull it off with
hooks and with our Iviro hand". If the ,

tei hadn't been smooth unci tho weather.
good we'd havo boon iu inoro serious
troublo.

"I never go outride in a motor boat my- -
self without n good anchor and nt loasc
250 foot of cablo. If ono losos control of
such a boat, as ho may do In twenty
different ways, tho only thing that can be
donoistonnclioruud wait for help. Then
if the help does not como he can soma- -
times up anchor and drift with tho tide
when its going tho right way, nnd anchor
again when it's going the wrong way. Hut
that's slow travelling and you look mighty
ani lonely for help,

"And oven the unuhor may not be much
good if you aro iu shallow water, or if it's
too rimn for vnlir c.llil.i.

"Tho man who underrates tho actual
dsngors of a motor boat hua no business
to go out In ono, any more than a careless
chauffeur ought to bo ullowed to run an
automobile.
. In. fact his orll is greater

.lu.nl Wr 'a n nn ba i.r i..k. t I I

on a wlia' yo'r
"1 don't say that people shouldn't uso

motor boats. I Mm them myself, and it
is as certain as taxes that multitudes of
others will continue to do so; but there's
danger in thcin sainu, a man is
.i to aliui liUuyo-- i U It,"
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tmrnovcskl &
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gives experience to a sense. So this
baby lifo is launched upon a vast sea of
experience. Tho wonders of senso ad-

venture begin. Tho man within has
awakened and strives to gain his heritage.

To many tills case of wonder may seem
trivial; then just bo "littlo ugaln for tho
sake of your baby. Be "littlo and then
feel tho wonder you have lost the delicacy
to appreciate. Just feel tho excitement j

of a "nolso which only you vero strong
enough to make, keen enough to hear
and great enough to claim for your own. j

Do this and you will ho as wiso as your j

baby. It is upon these wonders of early
childhood that Dr. Montessorl has based
her const met ivo method.

Every initiative actlou of early child-
hood Is observed by tho Montessori
teacher. No individual action is unim-
portant. No personal characteristics aro
ignored or repressed. Tho teacher
watches, waits and ecmemliers, and
abovo all respects the tiny straws that
show tho direction of the child's mental
inclination. These teachers or tho Mon-

tessori method must lw niro and sensi-

tive individuals, for their work has to
do with the dollcato mechanism of Uvea

that tnay easily bo put out of order.
Tho period of a child's growth

tho years of 3 and 7 covers a time of rapid
physical ond mental development. This
is tho Important period for tho shap-

ing of sense activities as related to tlio
Intellect. During these years ho Ucvel

na Menses in nronortion to tho op
j,0rtunlty and stimulus provided. Theso

may see his powers tuisdlroctvd
mj(j OVPr Htlmulated or confused by
dHordorly Influences. On tho other hand
tll0 mps, an sorv nts or tho expanding
1, vdunl, may lie bo prepared and so
or(ierC(t that a sure foundation is laid
for n clear and strong mentality and
for a demonstration of the noblest ma-

turity.
Tho Montessori method is n physio-

logical system that goes straight to the
'centres of sense. The child's lifo is
directly prepared for individual growth.
The organs of sonso nre xrfected by
an nccurata process applied ut tho timo
tho littlo child animal is striving to reach
a higher piano through the only channels
it recognizes, namely tho senses,

The teaching apparatus evolved by Dr.
Montessori for the development and
refinement of the senses lias the mark
or tru genius, for Its many units pro-

duce unit efforts upon tho child mind.
The.se units of growth cotnblno to sliapo

an orderly whole out of hta undeveloped

"The 'fascination of this apparatus for
children Is the best proof of Its power

and iufluenco. It is not a collection or
ultnlosj toys; it lias tho dignity or a pcr-fo- ct

machine Vaox unit forms some
oxnanding impulse of the immature
"' ftrtl yot no onwjidtH' or, unnatural
urowth occurs inrougn nis inicront in
uy ono un1, t041186 tno Influence of.

each tends toward a full muatory of alt
other...unltu until tho full.. value of tho

suggestive It builds IU own atfiiplett)
structure.

The writer will not attempt to describe
in detail ail th parU ot this naurkabl
apratue, of which tirat m dietinct
nfajco or uuuk lueee m pw

i i iuu uvu", '" will" mo uiu wholo luis been isneu, tuo ey

said: 'If is smashed t'n.nLnyo' up once ,

railroad, dar yo'U., but if yo's blowed up . paratus Ik and logical jr
boat, ts

all the und
fool

divided Into about twenty groups, eic'i
having n direct Ijearitig upon soni'1
sjiecitlo development of the setivos. Tho
parU and groups nro distinct In their
effects upon tho child, but nit parts nro
dependent upon other parts in providing
for his physical, intellectual and spiritual
development.

The normal child lovoi to pl.iy and thli
is his right. Ho finds a Wonderland in
"tho lots of things" that Dr. Montessori
has given him. Ho is working without
knowing-it- , leing good without tho bore-
dom of lulx'lled goodness. This child ii

j subtly lieing mado n Sinn. Tho apparatm
(a big toy of many pieces) is given him
He learns to "play right," but ho learm
in his own way.

Among tho many parts of tho apparatus
are littlo boards upon which uro fastened
alternate strips of rough und smooth
papers. Tho child distinguishes between
rough and smooth, hater hn is given cut-
out letters and numbers of tho smw sort,
and presently, by tliosen'Mj of touch, thou
definite forms are registered on his mind.
Little fignors that have followed the letter
forms soon find thsomselvos tracing
letters without tho form to guido them,
for the brain has learned the tncssago of
tho finger tips.

Tho child can soon write. No copy book
tortures could accomplish this so niturally
and happily.

Fundamental forms are presented tho
child in blocks of various sires and
colors. Then there nro flit tablets of
wood with the centres cut out in triangles,
squares, circles and many other forms.
Color is again identified with the-- e, si
the association of color and form is soon
comprehended. Again tho littlo lingers
aro busy giving the btain new Impres-
sions. Dexterity of finger movement
Is tho result.

Many blindfold games nre played with,
these form boards und the children soon
learn to place every inset in its placj

'by simply, running well trained linger
along tho edges of tho form. This ganet
Ls n delight, order and mental discern-
ment nro accomplished, no error is pos-nibl- o,

so no error is registered ou tho
brain.

Another part or the apparatus Is most
interesting to children and most valuable
in Its results. A series of littlo framo
havo been devised by which tho child can
simulate every act of dressing. On these
frames strips of cloth aro mounted to bo
fastened together in various ways. There
uro buttons and buttonholes, hooks and
eyes, glovo fasteners and silk laces.
There are leather frames to bo laced its
shoes nro laced and othor pratical Instruc-
tions In dressing. is
here taught. Tho child need no longer be
drctae I by u grownup. Dressing has be-

come tho continuation of gime.
Among these educutlou.il toys thn

broad stair is included blocks leaching
order, system, uccuracy; then tho long
stair teaching variants of tho same along
with fractional differences and also
variations of color.

Color games nre numerous with many
parts to make them tir.cful and entertain-
ing. There is tho tower of blocks which
tho child learns to urrango according to
size and color. He ulso learns to' carry
this tophoavy pile from placo to place
without disaster, Hero he acquires
muscular control and n sense of dulicute
balance.

It Is needless to tell of tho many parts
of this apparatus or or its infinite effects
upon tho child, Tho Montessori method
develops tho fundamentals of charac-
ter und physique. It mivins llttlo that
children under the direct ion of thl system
learn to read and write nt thn ago of 4

ond 3, for this Is really of minor Impor-tane- e

in comparison with such accomplish-
ments as e, order, dexterity
and Individual personality; add to them
healthy bodies, well trained minds nnd
lmppy hearts and our mothers Invo
children to be proud of.

Thtupiestion is often asked: "Wherein
does the Montessori method differ from thn
kindergarten system' 1 can only draw
u distinction Ironi the viewpoint of a child
in whose pluce I put myself in making such
a distinction.

Tho kindergarten pleased my mind
nnd Imagination. I was happy while
learning. It helped ine to do good things;
then I went home, but I did not use what
I lied learned. My Montessori day was
full of experiences that were like living.
My day's work-pla- y wus more elaboratu
and appealed more directly to my sonse
und my brain. I was allowed to find my
self out. I was not u littlo irt of n whole,
but an Interested individual working out
my own problem I went homo and con-

tinued to live my Montessori day.
To conclude, there uro fowmuture men

and women who cannot discover In them-
selves dwarfed powers, lutent capabilities
forever lost to themselves and tho world'n
usefulness through lack of early develop-
ment.

Lot u. too to it that ttib ccnUus onc-rnti-

does not suffer a like Impediment.
Let us train our children from Infancy
in natural and scientific principle thn thu
man of may attain lo his own
birthright of fully xprcwed powrs
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